CHSWG Meeting Minutes
Thursday 8th July 2021 via Microsoft Teams

	In remote attendance: 
Misha Goremano QTOD (Swansea), 
Adele Morgan, Parent representative, 
Julie Vile, Parent representative
Kath Hurley, Grange Primary School
Gill Morgan, Catwg Primary School
Sarah Herdman, Catwg Primary School
Samuel Ballantine, Trainee Clinical Scientist, Audiology
Garry Merrell, Sensory Services Team, Social Services
Debbie Thomas, NCDS
Anna Ferguson, SLT, 
Clare Folland, QTOD NPT, 
Debra Kelshaw, Clinical Scientist, Audiology (Chair)
Rhodri Costello, ENT Consultant, 
Sinead Davis, ENT Consultant
Lisa Wilcox, QTOD, NPT, 
Beth Braden, Trainee Clinical Scientist, Audiology (minutes).

Apologies
Natalie Phillips, Head of Paediatric Audiology, Sally Mora, Clinical Scientist, Audiology, Jan Evans, Paediatric Audiologist, Anne-Marie Procter, Community Paediatrics, Ojombo Boyede, Community Paediatrics, Claire Peters, Parent Representative, Jamie Rhys-Martin, NDCS, 


	
	Actions / supporting documents

	Welcome and Introductions
Introductions were made and Debra thanked everyone for attending. 
	

	Minutes from last meeting
Minutes from January’s meeting were agreed with no corrections. 
All actions completed.


	

	Education
Misha – Current issues mainly surrounding support for pre-schoolers because there are still no home visits. Swansea Deaf Centre have allowed the use of a room for 1-1 session which has helped the situation somewhat. Waiting to see how things in this area will progress come September.
BSL Guidance should be published at the end of September. Adele requested more information regarding this, specifically for individuals with additional learning needs, which Misha will look into.

Clare – Still minimising school visits as much as possible. Mainly operating via online and telephone sessions, although they are able to complete essential garden visits if needed.
Sensory play group in Llangatwg is no longer open. Awaiting details of a new venue to be agreed.
Ysgol Bay Baglan will have a new ToD, Sarah Thomas, starting in September.

Gill mentioned that they are continuing with statements at present, but are preparing for when the IDP layout has been finalised.
 

	

















	Speech and Language Therapy
Anna – still covering both NPT and Swansea Bay. They have had some changes within their staff lately. They have recently appointed a new Head of Paediatrics and a clinical lead for speech sounds and hearing impairment.
They are continuing to work virtually with the ability to go into two schools per day. They also have access to clean spaces within central clinic and Hafan y Mor.
	

	NDCS
Debbie Thomas gave links to online training regarding ALN (see links below):
https://www.ndcs.org.uk/our-services/our-events/events-for-parents-carers-and-families/information-and-advice-sessions/

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/RKRLEDEkFmkKKnP1jlAUOtMvt_h1otmebOEyMT3NVorUGHhLS51lbE_7JNI5Tu75.cMVCSFEaSpTureLC

Jamie signposted us to the email he circulates. Misha commented it was very helpful and often uses the information provided.
Gill and Adele requested to be included on the email list in the future. If anyone else would like to be added to the mailing list please let Audiology know, and we can pass the details on.
	
Action: Debra to recommend ALN webinar to all Paediatric Audiology colleagues.

Action ALL: Inform Debra if you would like your contact details passed to NDCS

	Community Paediatrics 
Update sent from Dr Anne-Marie Proctor:
No issues with current Medical Audiology lists.

[bookmark: _GoBack]NBHS program – NBHS are currently looking at pathway for referrals for diagnostic assessment to allow timely diagnosis of CMV associated hearing loss, which will support treatment with anti virals within the appropriate timescale 

Targeted Behavioural Testing (TBT) – a review of the significant concerns criteria is underway, particularly family history, and an audit is planned to look at TBTs and their outcomes. Currently she is still receiving referrals from Gail in the NBHS and liaises with Audiology/neonatal colleagues as appropriate.

They are looking at having a single referral for use postnatally to flag up those needing diagnostic assessment and those needing TBT. This work will be ‘All Wales’ and led by Public Health. 
	




	Audiology
Currently at about 80 % capacity due to social distancing/ cleaning etc. with less remote working being undertaken.
Waiting lists are around the six months’ mark (pre covid this was four months).

Quality Standards are still looking to be completed in September. We should have confirmation of this by mid-July.

School Hearing Screen – We are expecting to be nine months behind at the end of July. All Year 1 completed, with a quarter of Reception children tested. Funding bid has been submitted to Welsh Government for assistance with this catch up, but chances are slim. Parents are advised to request a referral from the GP if they have any concerns.

The National Circular on School Hearing Screen advises to test those of Reception age (year they turn 5). The pathway is not significantly different to the current Swansea Bay model. Most notably, it includes children who are educated outside of schools. We are in a good position to implement the new pathway.

Primary Care Audiology is now able to see children 10 years+ for wax removal and hearing tests/advice.
Here is a list of the clusters and GP surgeries where Primary Care is currently available:



It is hoped that this will soon be expanded across all surgeries within the Health Board, which is dependent on funding. The business case is being progressed through the HB business case processes.

	














Action: Debra to send of information regarding GP clusters

	ENT
Rhodri – ENT are still running on reduced lists. They are currently seeing two paediatric ENT lists per week. Rhodri requested that if you are aware of anyone who is really struggling then please do make them aware.

Paediatric MDT looking at current and prospective BAHA patients.

Some concerns over RSV impact this autumn. A respiratory virus that has the potential to cause a big impact on capacity if infections rise.
	

	Sensory Services Team
Garry – Still struggling with capacity and coping with crisis situations. Resource room is currently still closed.
Referrals need to come through the Child Disability Team and there are no direct referrals at the moment. 
Various new roles have been advertised recently, with one post for a Social Worker for the Deaf. This post has proven difficult to recruit for. Please see link below and share if you know of anyone who might be interested. 

Adele mentioned the possibility of linking with Swansea University to raise the profile of sensory jobs within student social workers.
Discussions were had surrounding the struggles faced by sensory teams to remain ongoing. Garry to email contacts for sensory workers within NPT. 

https://www.swansea.gov.uk/article/62815/Social-Worker-Permanent-and-Temporary-Posts-Available-closing-date-15072021


	










Actions: Garry to email contact details of sensory workers within NPT

	Matters Arising

	

	
ALN
Within Audiology all Paediatric staff have completed two sets of training - Tier 1 Eleisha ALNET Training & PCP Webinar. Our interpretation being the following: 
Individual Development Plan (IDP) are required for children with a need and learning provision that will meet that need e.g. ToD/ FM system etc. It may mean that more children are likely to have an IDP, however, not every child with a hearing loss may require it. 
NDCS have a slightly different interpretation in that they expected most hearing aid users to have an IDP, even if just to recommend annual Deaf Awareness training. Local authorities will be responsible for determining whether a child requires an IDP. 

An area that requires attention is the new ALN provision for preschool children. Once again local authorities will be responsible for developing IDPs.
All children who have a significant hearing loss will still require a Multiagency Support Meeting (MASP) in Audiology, so it needs to be discussed how this will fit in with the IDP to meet both Audiology Standards and ALN legislation requirements and prevent duplication, etc. 

Two Early Years Lead Officers have been recruited:
Swansea – Samantha Jones
NPT – Natasha Walsh

Misha and Clare are going to meet in September to discuss this further. It was agreed it would be helpful if Audiology attend too.
	








Action: Debbie to forward contact details for Early Years Lead Officer













Action: Arrange meeting between Education and Audiology to discuss plan for preschool children.

	AOB
Information for Parents – Julie brought a up a situation where a parent was unsure of who they needed to get in touch with regarding referrals they wanted to make. She spoke of the confusion that parents sometimes feel when trying to find out the best person to speak to regarding their child’s needs. Anna reassured her that if the parent spoke to anyone involved in the child’s care, they would be referred to the correct person.

Debbie (NDCS) shared a link that she felt may be useful in these circumstances (see below):
https://www.ndcs.org.uk/information-and-support/first-diagnosis/people-you-may-meet/

Superstar Research Project – Misha gave some information regarding a research project being run within Swansea University. They will be interviewing professional and parents and looking at available support and resources that are available for hearing impaired children. Misha will send out flyer when available

Adele wanted to give some positive feedback regarding the experiences she has had via teams for speech and language therapy for her son. She has found that remote working has worked really well over the past 18 months and wanted to show her appreciation.
Julie also agreed that they have had a positive experience over the past year.

	











Action: Misha to send out research flyer when available

	Date of next meeting
Next meeting to be held at 9.30 am on 20th January 2022
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		Cluster		Practice

		Cwmtawe		Cwmtawe Medical Group

				Strawberry Place Surgery

				Llansamlet Surgery

		Llwchwr		Estuary Group Practice

				Princess Street Surgery

				Tal Y Bont Surgery

				Ty’r Felin Surgery

		Afan		ABMU Managed Practice 

				Afan Valley Group Practice

				Cwmafan H.C

				Fairfield Surgery 

				Kings Surgery 

				Mount Surgery 

				Riverside Surgery 

				Rosedale Medical  Centre

		Neath		Alfred Street Primary Care Centre

				Briton Ferry Health Centre (Wilkes)

				Castle Surgery 

				Dyfed Road Health Centre

				Skewen Medical Centre

				Tabernacle Medical Centre 

				Victoria Gardens

				Waterside Health Centre

		Upper Valleys		Amman Tawe Partnership

				Dulais Valley Primary Care Centre

				Pontardawe Health Centre 

				Vale of Neath 






